
Use of Ride on Mowers 

HAZARDS AND RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USE OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

Flying debris which can cause injury to the eyes or other part of the body, injure 

pedestrians and damage property or passing vehicles. 

Animal faeces which can cause disease and infection – operators may come into 

contact with these when carrying out adjustments. 

Plant sap from certain plants (e.g. giant hogweed) which can cause burns and 

        blistering - these can also be thrown up onto the operator if disturbed. 

Contact with moving blade, which can cause severe cuts or amputation. 

Catching fingers, clothing or jewellery in pinch points. 

Burns from hot points. 

Noise and vibration. 

Inhalation of fumes. 

Working on steep banks – loss of control of vehicle. 

PERSONS AUTHORISED TO USE RIDE ON MOWERS 

       Ride on Mowers must only be operated by trained and authorised persons. 

INTRODUCTION 

This Method Statement covers the safe working practices to be followed when using 

a ride on mower and should be used alongside the manufacturers handbook and 

relevant Risk Assessments. 

Safe Systems of Working



PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT TO BE 

WORN WHEN USING RIDE ON MOWERS 

 Always wear eye protection, safety goggles or glasses with side 

protection. 

 Ear protection must be used as prolonged loud noise can cause 

impairment or loss of hearing. Use re-usable hearing protection.

 Steel toe capped safety boots or shoes. 

 High visibility vest.

 Disposable gloves or handwipes (for use when adjusting machin-

ery) should be worn.

 In addition to the protective equipment worn above, legs must be 

covered at all times. 

 Wear close fitting clothing and all safety equipment appropriate 

for the job. 

“PPE is no substitute for following a proper safe system of work” 



BEFORE STARTING WORK 

Accidents when using ride on mowers can cause many types of injuries, ranging from 

small cuts and burns to major amputations and fatalities from rollovers. Operating 

mowers without hearing protection can also contribute to hearing loss. Before you start 

work make sure you are familiar with the mower and its safe use. 

Check that the mower is in good operating order. Make sure blades are sharp, all nuts 

and bolts are tight, safety guards are in place, the motor is running smoothly, the 

brakes are working and that all operator controls are working correctly. In addition, 
ensure that thee Rollover Bar, seatbelt and any warning devices such as flashing 
lights and reversing sounders are operating.

Following the risk assessment, if required, erect warning and prohibition signs 

con-forming to the Health and Safety (Safety Signs and Signals) Regulations 1996 

on all reasonably foreseeable approaches to the worksite. This will indicate a 

hazardous worksite and that unauthorised access are prohibited. In areas of very high 

public ac-cess the risk assessment may indicate that additional controls are required.  

Ensure all operations near to highways are adequately signed with the appropriate no-

tices as specified in the DTLR Code of Practice Safety at street works and road 

works. The minimum acceptable signage “Caution, Grass cutting” should be placed 

at each end of the work area and must be moved along with the works. 

     Caution 

Best estimates for the UK suggest around 6,500 people are injured by mowing 

equipment every year, many are hit by objects or flying debris or sustain injury 

whilst loading/unloading the mower ! 



BEFORE STARTING WORK 

Where practicable, thoroughly inspect the area where the equipment is to be used and 

remove all objects which can be thrown up or become entangled in  the mower. 

Low hanging branches and similar obstacles can injure the operator or interfere with 

the mowing operation. Before mowing, identify potential obstacles such as low hang-

ing branches and trim, remove or avoid those obstacles. 

Study the area to be mown and establish a safe mowing pattern. Do not mow where 

traction or stability is doubtful. 

Check colleagues and members of the public are at a safe distance away from you, 

which is more than 15m, (or as close to this as possible). If there are members of the 

public around you then, please work somewhere else that is free from the public. 

Don’t forget to go back to that area later on when it’s quieter. 

“Do not smoke whilst using any machinery”

Damage to attachments, mowing decks and punctures caused by unseen 

items  in the area to be cut are the most common and costly causes of op-

erational damage to Streetscene’s mower fleet!! 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

The drivers daily check sheet must be completed each time the mower is used. 

Do not carry passengers. 

Look out for pedestrians whilst operating the mower, stop the engine if any pedestrians 

approach the mower. 

Guards and shields (PTO, belts etc) must be in place before operating the mower. 

The cutting blade should always be switched off as soon as cutting is finished and be-

fore moving across any surface other than grass. 

The mower should only be operated in daylight conditions or good artificial light. 

“No job is so urgent or so important that it cannot be done safely” 

CAUTION: 

Avoid injury! Engine exhaust fumes contain carbon monoxide and can cause serious 

illness or death.  

Move the machine to an outside area before running the engine.  

Do not run an engine in an enclosed area without adequate ventilation. 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

Watch out for traffic when crossing or working near roadways. 

Never direct discharge of material towards pedestrians or allow anyone near the ma-

chine while in operation. 

Never alter the engine governor settings or allow the engine to over-rev, operating the 

engine at excessive speed can increase the potential for personal injury or mechanical 

damage. 

Before leaving the operators station: 

Disengage the drive to any attachments and lower them. 

Apply the parking brake. 

Stop the engine and remove the key. 



Never leave your machine unattended when it is running. 

Take care when approaching blind corners, shrubs, trees and other objects that may ob-

scure vision. 

Do not operate the machine if you are under the influence of drugs or alcohol . 

Check brake action before you operate, check that the operator controls are function-

ing, check that all safety systems are functioning correctly. Do not operate unless they 

are functioning correctly. 

Never raise mower decks when blades are running. 

Do not wear radio or music headphones, safe operation requires your full attention. 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

WORKING ON SLOPES/ROLL OVER PROTECTION 

Slopes are a major factor related to loss of control and tip over accidents, which can 

result in severe injury or death.  

Always mow up and down a slope, never across the face of the slope. 

Do not mow a slope with wet grass, tyres may loose traction on wet slopes even if your 

brakes are functioning correctly. 

Avoid starting, stopping or turning on a slope. If the tyres loose traction disengage the 

blades and proceed slowly, straight down the slope. 

Keep all movement on slopes slow and gradual. Do not make sudden changes in direc-

tion which could cause the machine to roll over. 

Always engage the clutch slowly. always keep the machine in gear especially when 

travelling downhill. 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

Do not mow near drop offs, ditches, embankments, or bodies of water. The machine 

could suddenly roll over if a wheel goes over the edge or the edge gives way. 

Do not exceed the slope limits specified in the manufacturers handbook; if this information is not 
available, consult the manufacturer. 

“DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!” 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

The Roll Over Protection System fitted to the mower must be in the upright/ deployed 

position at all times. 

Do not drop the ROPs to cut around trees, if low branches restrict access with the 

mower then either remove the branches or cut around the tree utilising an alternative 

method of working. 

Make certain all parts of the ROPs are installed correctly, if the ROPs structure is loose 

or defective do not take the machine out and inform your Supervisor immediately. 

Always wear your seat belt when the ROPs is deployed: 

When the machine is being used off road, whether cutting grass or not, 

the seatbelt should only be worn when a ROPs frame is in place and de-

ployed. 

A seatbelt must be worn with a ROPs to comply with the Machinery 

Directive 98/37/EC Sections 3.2.2 Seating & 3.4.3 Rollover 

 DANGER 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE OF MOWERS 

It is essential that the mower is cleaned and maintained to a satisfactory level after each  use. A large 

percentage of costs associated with vehicle breakdowns can be attributed to lack of cleaning and 

driver daily maintenance. 

BEFORE EVERY USE 

Check engine oil and coolant fluid levels. 

Check hydraulic oil levels. 

Check brakes, speed control and neutral start switch functions if applicable. 

AFTER EVERY USE 

Clean debris from operator station and under machine. 



OPERATION OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE OF MOWERS 

Clean debris from all attachments, either through the use of a blower or by jet washing. 

Clean air intake screen and radiator/oil cooler fins. 

Check for loose, missing or damaged parts. 



FUELLING OF RIDE ON MOWERS 

Petrol vapour is invisible and can travel considerable distances from spillage or fuel-

ling sites. Always maintain a safe distance from all sources of ignition at all times. 

Avoid contact with skin, if fuel  gets in your eyes wash out immediately with sterile 

water and seek medical advice as soon  as possible.  

Clean up spilled fuel immediately. If fuel is spilled on clothing, change clothing imme-

diately. If fuel is spilled near your machine do not attempt to start the engine but move 

the machine away from the area of spillage if possible. Avoid creating any source of 

ignition until the fuel vapours have dissipated. 

Never store the machine where there is an open flame, spark or pilot light such as on a 

water heater. 

Always keep the fuelling nozzle in contact with the rim of the fuel tank opening at all 

times until the fuelling is complete. Do not use a nozzle lock open device. 

Never overfill the fuel tank, always replace the fuel cap and tighten securely. 

Always allow the engine to cool out of direct sunlight before attempting to refuel.

With grateful thanks to Cheshire West and Chester Council who produced the majority of 
this document.












