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Health and Safety Bulletin (No2) 
Issued 24

th
 June, 2016 

 

 

Fire Safety Guidance 
 

Dear Father, 

 

Guidance as issued by Deacon Stephen Short – Fire Safety Officer. 

 

 

Following on from recent Fire Risk Assessments at church property, it is apparent that advice 

needs to be circulated on the positioning of Wheelie rubbish bins and garden sheds as a matter 

of urgency. There should be a minimum distance (called the separation distance) between 

wheelie bin(s) or gardens sheds from any buildings.  

 

It is important not to keep wheelie bins too close to buildings. The rubbish in them can often be 

easily ignited and it can burn very quickly.   Flames can rapidly spread to the nearby building, 

endangering lives, causing damage or in some cases totally destroying property.  

 

Wheelie bins 

 

 Do not store rubbish or wheelie bins/refuse containers by windows or doors, any fire in 

the bin could easily spread 

 Don't let your bin become a target for arsonists - place wheelie bins in a secure 

compound separated from the building.  

 If you do not have a secure compound, ensure that the bin is securely chained to a post 

or similar point, to prevent the bin being moved and placed against the building before 

being set alight. 

 Keep a minimum distance between wheelie type rubbish bins and buildings of at least 4 

metres and in the case of larger bins this should be extended to 6 metres 
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Deciding where to position Garden Shed if it is too close to a building.  

 

 Garden sheds need to be positioned at least 3 meters from any building. 

 Allow enough distance from hedges or fences. 

 

Deacon Stephen Short is the Diocesan Fire Safety Officer and if you require any advice and 

guidance on this subject, or require to have a fire safety assessment completed, or renewed then 

please contact him directly: 

Tel: 023 8028 2011  

Email: stephenshort@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

Kind Regards 

Graham  

Graham Palethorpe 

Parish Support/Health and Safety Coordinator 

O23 9283 6518 
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